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CHRISTMAS 
CRACKER 
For the first time since the Christ-
mas Market, now called the 
Christmas Cracker started, it had 
to be cancelled because of ex-
treme  weather . It was decided 
that the church would however 
continue with their event. After a 
meeting with the Christmas 
Cracker organisers we said that 
we would welcome any of the 
stores into the church. 
 

We were expecting seven but 
only five turned up. The wind 
howled outside and inside was 
warm with a lovely atmosphere. 
The Christmas music played 
everyone set up their stalls and 
we organised our kitchen and 
our own stalls.  The tree, donat-
ed by the Leconfield Estate, as 
usual, looked fabulous. 
Our thanks to all who donated 
goods and came on what was a 
horrible day. It was great to 

share the day with 
the visiting stalls 
one of which was 
Petworthôs Com-
munity Garden. 
We hope that you 
all did reasonably 
well. 
We made over a 
Ã1,000 of much 
needed funds for 
the church. 
Judy 
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COFFEE ROTA 

We are in need of one person to be on the Coffee Rota. If you feel that you 
could help occasionally, please contact Judy either after a service, or by email.  

aandjhoward@btinternet.com                   
Thank you. 

COPY DATE FOR THE FEBRUARY MAGAZINE 
 

IS  

MONDAY 13TH JANUARY 

mailto:aandjhoward@btinternet.com


 

 

FROM CANON MARK GILBERT 
As we stand at the threshold of 2025, I send you my warmest prayers 
and blessings for the year ahead. A new year is a giftða time to reflect 
on where weôve been, to look forward with hope, and to recommit our-
selves to walking in the light of Christ. 
 
In January, we celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany, that beautiful mo-
ment when the wise men followed the star to Bethlehem and encoun-
tered the Christ-child. Their journey of faith speaks powerfully to us as 
we embark on this new year. Like the wise men, we are called to seek 
Jesus with trust and perseverance, to offer Him the gift of our lives, and 
to return home transformed by the encounter. 
This year, as we celebrate 950 years as the Diocese of Chichester, their 
example inspires us to reflect on our journey of faith as individuals and 
as a community. The wise men teach us to look beyond ourselves, to 
follow Godôs light even in uncertainty, and to trust that He will lead us 
to where we need to be. 
As we also commemorate the 1700th anniversary of the Council of Ni-
caea, which gave us the Nicene Creed, we are reminded of the faith that 
unites us across time and place. The Creed proclaims the eternal truth of 
who God isðFather, Son, and Holy Spiritðand invites us to live out 
this faith in our worship, our witness, and our love for one another. 
 
The New Year invites us to take up this call with renewed purpose. 
Whether itôs through participating in the diocesan jubilee celebrations, 
engaging with your parish community, or reaching out to those in need, 
we are called to be like the wise menðpilgrims of faith, bearers of 
light, and witnesses to the hope of Christ. 
As we journey through 2025, may we follow the example of the wise 
men: seeking Christ in all things, offering Him our best, and allowing 
His presence to transform us. May we walk together in faith, hope, and 
love, trusting in the unfailing grace of God to guide us every step of the 
way. 
 
I wish you and your loved ones a blessed New Year. Let us set out on 
this journey with joy and confidence, ready to encounter the living 
Christ and share His light with the world. With every blessing for 2025, 
 
 Yours in Christ, 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

The Year of Faith 2025  
 
The Deanery Celebrations will launch the Year of Faith in ear-
ly 2025,  
The Deanery Celebrations will happen across the diocese in 
January and February and be an unique opportunity to gather 
to worship God, to hear teaching from our Bishops on the 
1700th anniversary of the Nicene Creed, and to be inspired by the sto-
ry of the spread of the gospel in your locality. Bishop Martin and 
Bishop Ruth are naturally hugely looking forward to joining us for 
our Deaneryôs 950 celebratory service on Monday, 24th February at 2 
pm at St Maryôs, Petworth.  

Join one of the planned youth pilgrimages 
Bishop Ruth shares a video to encourage participation in one of the three pil-
grimages planned for next year. There will be a pilgrimage for young adults, 
an overnight youth pilgrimage and also a day hike. They take place in differ-

ent locations. Listen to the videoto find out more. celebratingfaith.co.uk 

Lent Course 
Just a reminder that our 2025 Diocesan Lent Course entitled 'I Believe' focus-
es on the anniversary of the Nicene Creed as we celebrate its 
1700th anniversary as part of our 2025 Year of Faith. 
  
Over 5 weeks we will be exploring themes relating to the Creed with contribu-
tions from various experts in their fields. There will be an audio recording of 
each contribution too. The Bishop will also chair a podcast conversation with 
others to give some thoughts for individual reflection or group discussion. 
  
As Lent falls later next year the main resources will be available on the web-
site at Epiphany and the Bishop's podcasts will be uploaded on a weekly basis 
as Lent continues. The Lent course is edited by Canon Earl Collins.  
There is the designated website with events and dates being added. Key 
information relating to Youth Pilgrimages for the Year of Faith is availa-

ble celebratingfaith.co.uk 

https://anglican.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7a86e90c11bd11bb3e7fe22e6&id=fe08e79dba&e=dc1e3bed2d
https://anglican.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7a86e90c11bd11bb3e7fe22e6&id=fe08e79dba&e=dc1e3bed2d


 

 

ST BARTHOLOMEWôS CHURCH, EGDEAN 

Website: https://stbartholomewsegdean.weebly.com 
[Bank Details for online giving:  CAF Bank, Account Name St Bartholomewôs Church, 

Egdean; Account No. 00010862; Sort Code 40-52-40] 
NB:  Gift Aid forms are available in Church or from our Treasurer 

 

NOTICES: 
 
Parish Magazine Annual Subscriptions - Please Note:  I am now collecting 
the Ã5 annual subscription for the Parish Magazines that I deliver. 
 
Childrenôs Society Donations - Thank you to all who keep The Children Soci-
ety boxes in their home for loose change. They have now been emptied and we 
raised Ã215.35, also Ã75 from the Christingle Collection giving at total dona-
tions of Ã290.35. 
 
Fund Raising for 2025   
Arrangements are now being made for our Fund Raising/Community Events for 
2025. 
Anyone who is interested in running an event for much needed church funds 
please let us know.   
 
We are still looking for people to help run the Church Barbecue in particular the 
catering, now that Roger and I have stepped down after 19 years.  Your help to 
keep this popular event running would be very much appreciated. 
Christine Dallyn 
Hon Secretary to Egdean PCC                     
01798 343454 



 

 

MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTIONS 
 
Now is the time of year when your magazine subscription is due. 
 
Many thanks to those who deliver the magazines. If you have your magazine 
delivered please have your Ã5 ready when you receive your copy. For those of 
you who receive your magazine by post the cost is Ã15. 
 
Can you please send your cheque to me, made payable to óPetworth PCC St 
Mary the Virgin Churchô. 
 

Mrs Carole Field 
Crawfold Farm 
Balls Cross 
Petworth 

W. Sussex GU28 9JT 
 

or by bank transfer, using the reference óSUBô to 
Petworth PCC - St Maryôs Church 

CAF Bank Ltd 
Account No: 00010730 
Sort Code: 40-52-40 

 
I would like to take this opportunity of thanking our loyal advertisers, and 
hope their businesses have been sustainable during 2024 and will continue to 
flourish in 2025. 
Carole Field 

PETWORTH & DISTRICT OVER 60S CENTRE 
                                              (The Friendship Centre) 
 

I hope you have all had a happy and memorable Christmas and are looking for-
ward to the year ahead. 

We will be reopening the Centre on the 6th of January from 10.00 am to 12 
noon, Mondays through to Thursdays.   

This month's Bingo session will be on Wednesday 15th starting at 1.30. The 
minibus will be available to bring you to the Centre. 

Any enquires to Maureen on 343102. 

Linda Wort   



 

 

PETWORTH PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

Thank you to all of the family, friends and community members who 
came to the  Christmas carol service at St Maryôs  
We are incredibly proud of all our children but this term is especially 
important for our Reception class who have settled into school so bril-
liantly; making friends, learning routines and finding out so much on 
each of the 74 days since school started in September!  
Here they are in their ñliveò Nativity tableau at Church. 

PETWORTH LUNCH CLUB 
 

Our Lunch in January will be at the Leconfield Hall on Tuesday 14th at 12 noon 
where Curry will be on the menu.  Donôt forget to book by Friday 10th January.  
Please let me know if you would prefer not to have Curry and we will give you 
an alternative. 



 

 

                       

   P  A C T NEWS 
 

 Petworth Area Churches Together 
 

 working together in harmony 
    
NEWS FOR JANUARY 

 
 Christian Unity Week - 18th - 25th January 

 

On Sunday 19th Janauary, St. Peterôs Vincula Church, Wisborough Green 
RH14 0DZ will hold our annual Christian Unity Service at 3.00 pm. All are 
welcome. 
 
In the following week, week day Lunchtime talks, with a soup and roll lunch will 
be held as follows: 
 
Monday 20th January    All Saints Chapel, Graffham, led by Revôd Vivien 
Tuesday 21st January      Sacred Heart Church, Petworth, led by Father Peter 
Wednesday 22nd Januray   St Maryôs, Fittleworth, led by Revôd David 
 
These lunches run from 12.30 - 1.30 pm.   Booking is not necessary. 
 
This year the Unity week theme for the week was prepared by the Brothers and 
Sisters of the Monastic Community of Bose in northern Italy.  
 
The year 2025 marks the 1,700th anniversary of the first Christian Ecumenical 
Council, held in Nicaea, near Constantinople in 325 AD.  
 
This commemoration provides a unique opportunity to reflect on and celebrate 
the common faith of Christians, as expressed in the creed formulated during this 
council. 
 
Gerald Greshamcooke@gmail.com 
Pactpetworth@gmail.com    https://petworthareachurchestogether.com/ 

mailto:Pactpetworth@gmail.com
https://petworthareachurchestogether.com/


 

 

 

         
 
            PETWORTH HOUSE AND PARK 
 
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/sussex/petworth 
 
 
A Christmas Spectacular at Petworth House 
Ends 5th January, Open 10.30 am - 4.00 pm 
Discover a festive wonderland at Petworth House, where the historic state rooms 
are filled with showstopping trees and twinkling lights, beautiful garlands, and 
atmospheric lanterns. Mischievous mice have taken over the Marble Hall, and in 
the chapel youôll find a paper-crafted nativity scene. 
Normal admission to Petworth House applies. No booking required. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
January Closure 
6th - 24th January  
Petworth House and Pleasure Garden will be closed for three weeks from Mon-
day 6th until Friday 24th January while we update our fire safety system 
throughout the site. We will also be carrying out cleaning and conservation work 
On the collection, and refurbishment of the shop and other areas. 
The deer park will remain open as usual. 
 
 
 

 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/sussex/petworth


 

 

 

PETWORTH MINIBUS 
 
Shopping trips in January are on Friday 3rd to Bognor and the Trading Post at 
Barnham and to Worthing or Horsham or a destination of your choice on Fri-
day17th. 
 
 There are also trips to the Friendship Centre (Petworth Over 60s) on Tuesday 
mornings starting on 7th and Bingo on Wednesdays 15th in the afternoon.  The 
Over 60s Centre is now open on a Thursday morning but the minibus is only 
available if enough members would like to use on 9th, 16th, 23rd and 30th. 
 
There is also a regular shopping trip on Wednesdays from Kirdford to Hors-
ham. Contact me for details of how to book. 
 
Annual subs of Ã10 are due in January and will be collected on your first trip 
on the minibus ï cash preferred please.  
 
Trips to the Over 60s and shopping trips must be booked through me on 
(01798) 342942.  Pub trips are booked through Ruth Stallwood on (01798) 
368429.  Januaryôs pub trip is still to be decided. 
 
If the weather during January is very severe it will be up to the driver to decide 
if it is safe to go out.  After 15th January please contact Ros Staker on 342953 
to book trips or cancel. 
Caroline Stoneman - Local Organiser 01798 342942 

The Arts Society West Sussex 
There is no talk in January 

Talks held at 2.00 pm in Fittleworth Village Hall RH20 1JB 
Doors open 1.15. Coffee & tea afterwards Non-members welcome - Ã8 

For further details contact Gilly Myers on 07805 731663  
or email westsussex@theartssociety.org 
    www.theartssocietywestsussex.org 

  



 

 

CAN YOU HELP 
SPONSOR   

CHILDREN AND 
ADULT LEADERS 
FROM OUR  

PARISH FOR THIS 
YEARS  

WALSINGHAM 
CHILDRENS  
PILGRIMAGE? 

 
Donations to Fr 
Mark please.  



 

 

 
 

FAMILY SUPPORT WORK 
 
 

 
As we start a new year, we wonder as always what challenges will face us. Itôs 
an exciting time as we have fresh ideas and new opportunities to develop our of-
fering to families, but there always remains the concern around funding (as is 
felt by every charity). We are in a good position but continue to seek new ave-
nues of support so that our service can be maintained.  
 
At the end of last year we said goodbye to two members of staff - Alison, our 
East Sussex volunteer co-ordinator, and Danni, our digital fundraising appren-
tice who completed her apprenticeship successfully. We are sad to see them go 
but greatly value all the hard work they gave us during their time here. We will 
be recruiting for their replacements so please do share these vacancies once they 
are announced. 
 
Please do keep an eye out for information about our events calendar for 2025. 
Our Open Garden calendar will be running again with some new venues this 
year, as well as our Cuckmere Pilgrim Path sponsored walk following the suc-
cessful inaugural event last year. 
 
Novemberôs work in numbers 
 
    266 individual visits and 1435 calls with families supporting 283 adults 
and 185 children 

    47 supported meetings with other agencies  
    61 group sessions held supporting 740 parents and 353 children 
    83 food deliveries made 
 

Prayer points 
 
     Pray for wise decisions to be made by our Trustees as they begin to look at 
the budget for next year 

     Give thanks for the valuable time our staff spent with their families over 
the Christmas period  

     Pray for all our families who are beginning the new year concerned about 
debt and affording the essentials, and pray that we are able to help them 
meet their needs 

 
Nikki Kerr, FSW Director of Fundraising and Marketing 
www.familysupportwork.org     nikki@familysupportwork.org.uk  
 

http://www.familysupportwork.org
mailto:nikki@familysupportwork.org.uk


 

 

MIDHURST u3a  
 

FIRST MONTHLY MEETINGS OF 2025       
  
Midhurst u3a has organised some excellent speakers for 2025 Monthly Meetings 
in Midhurst Methodist Hall. Here are details of the first two. 
 

On Tuesday 21st January Bob France will present a talk entitled óBeware the 
Carrots from Northumberland - Lady Bette, the Last of the Percysô. 
 
At 3, Bette inherits the immense wealth of the Percy Dynasty, including Pet-
worth, Syon and Alnwick. By 15, she is on her third husband, having fled her 
loathsome second husband and been implicated in his violent murder. Is her 
third husband any better? She survives to become Queen Anneôs closest confi-
dant and a mistress of court intrigue (as reflected in the film, óThe Favouriteô). 
Her vast wealth transforms Petworth into a grand ducal palace. 
 

On Tuesday 21st January, also in the Methodist Hall, the talk is entitled óGrace 
Darling and the Fine Art of Saving lives at Seaô. It will be given by Dr James 
Taylor. 
 

The daring rescue of steamship passengers off the Northumberland coast in 1838 
which brought Grace international fame. Discover more about her bravery and 
short life living in the Brownsman and Longstone lighthouses. Grace became the 
óposter girlô of the RNLI and was the first woman awarded their medal for gal-
lantry.  Dr James Taylor was a former specialist in Victorian paintings at Phillips 
Fine Art Auctioneers and a curator of paintings, drawing and prints at the Na-
tional Maritime Museum. 
 

For both talks you should arrive from 2pm for coffee/tea (served until 2.20pm) 
and a chance to socialise and find out more about Midhurst u3a. No need to 
book. Members Ã2; Visitors thinking of joining Ã3. 
                       
To find out more about Midhurst u3a, Contact odettemarshall@aol.com  or visit 
our website https://midhurst.u3asite.uk/    
Watch this space for what we have in store for you in 2025. 

mailto:odettemarshall@aol.com
https://midhurst.u3asite.uk/


 

 

WEST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL 

 
By the time you read this I hope you will have enjoyed Christmas and looking 
forward to a good 2025.  I do wish you all you wish for yourselves. 
 
Winter is such a busy time for County.  You need to be prepared for every eventu-
ality and especially the changes in our unpredictable weather patterns.  Most of 
you will have witnessed the very high winds and the rain falling on our very sod-
den land which then causes flooding. I can only hope that everyone comes 
through it all safely. I know that Highways is prepared should we get very cold or 
even snowy weather.  The gritters have already been used and are ready as soon 
as frost or snow should arrive, plus all Town and Parish Councils have their Win-
ter Plans in place.  We all need to be aware though. 
 
One of my pleasures being the County Councillor is attending village lunch-
es.  Always good, and by no means expensive, it gives me the opportunity to 
meet others in the villages which I really enjoy.  Usually, my husband comes with 
me and, as he as a local man he meets a lot of friends from times when he went to 
school or played football, etc. 
 
Countyôs Fire and Rescue Service has had an excellent report from His Majestyôs 
Inspectorate which is so gratifying. We had some improvements to make when 
they first came about 5 years ago, all of which have been achieved.  One area we 
find difficult to achieve is retained Firefighters.  Please if you know any in your 
area that would be keen to look into the possibility of being a retained Firefighter 
encourage them to check this out on the County website.   
 
We have now added home visits for safety issues. These have been very success-
ful and they have visited several thousand homes to check them out and advise. 
This is even more important now as many of the older generation want to stay in 
their own homes and it is one of our Adult Service objectives to try and help them 
do just that.  This of course means more in-depth visits to the house or accommo-
dation to try and make their homes as safe as possible.  I think this is invaluable. 
 
What a difference some 5 years have also made to Childrenôs Services.  Our chil-

dren's homes have all reached a very high standard after being inspected. We try 
and look after our children in Care until they are 25 although by this age they 
should be out into the world and will hopefully have employment and a roof over 
their heads.  However, it has to be faced that some do need more help and we are 
there to give it.  

All the best. 
Janet Duncton                   

contact janet.duncton@westsussex.gov.uk or mobile 07979 152898. 

mailto:janet.duncton@westsussex.gov.uk


 

 

SOUTH DOWNS NATIONAL PARK 

 
South Downs National Park has a new Chief Executive who has hit the ground 
running, so to speak.  I am sure you realise that itôs a big area to get to know 
from Winchester in the west to Eastbourne in the east. 
 
Siting on the Planning committee I have the privilege of getting to know parts of 
Sussex and Hampshire that I didnôt know at all well and have really been to 
some lovely areas.  What a wonderful part of the world we have here and I am 
always asking that we work to make it accessible to all, which includes those 
who are not able to walk far and use either scooters or wheelchairs.  This is not 
as easy as it sounds because, for instance, remove a stile and replace with an ac-
cessible gate you have to have the co-operation of Land Owners to agree to 
changes on their land.  Most are amenable, others just take a bit more persua-
sion, but Iôm sure we will make it better in the future.   
 
I sit on an arms-length organisation called the South Downs National Park Trust, 
we raise funds to be used to make improvements in the Park that meet the Na-
tional Park Purposes. We have refurbished Dew Ponds and have others in the 
pipe line to do.  The reason I mention this here is that there is a fund for litter 
picking.  You do not have to be a Parish or Town Council, an individual who is 
organising litter picking can apply for this grant for equipment.  However, the 
advantage of a Town or Parish Council applying is that the grant is slightly big-
ger for them than for an individual.  We have some excellent litter picking, espe-
cially in the Petworth and Tillington areas, and I know other Parishes have litter 
picking on a fairly regular basis. 
All the best. 
Janet Duncton                   

contact janet.duncton@westsussex.gov.uk or mobile 07979 152898. 

mailto:janet.duncton@westsussex.gov.uk


 

 

CALENDAR AND SERVICES FOR JANUARY  
January  

5th    THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD  

 Isaiah 60.1-6  Ephesians 3.1-12 Matthew 2.1-12 

 Holy Eucharist            8.00 am 

Epiphany at Egdean              9.15 am  

Jubilate Family Mass                  10.30am 

 

12th  THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

Isaiah 43.1-7 Acts 8.14-17 Luke 3.15-17,21,22 

Holy Eucharist               8.00 am 

 Parish Eucharist (Egdean) (BCP)           9.00 am 

Parish Eucharist                      10.30 am 

 

19th   THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

Isaiah 62.1-5 1 Corinthians 12.1-11 John 2.1-11 

Holy Eucharist           8.00 am 

Parish Eucharist (Egdean) (BCP)           9.00 am 

Parish Eucharist                  10.30 am 

Sunday Unity Service will be held at Wisbourgh Green Church  

on Sunday 23rd January at 3pm 

 

26th    THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

 Nehemiah 8.1-3,5-6,8-10 1 Corinthians 12.12-31a Luke 4.14-21 

 Holy Eucharist            8.00 am 

Parish Eucharist  at Egdean          9.00am 

 Parish Eucharist                 10.30 am. 

 

2nd Feb CANDLEMASS  

 Malachi 3.1-5 Hebrews 2.14-18 Luke 2.22-40 

 Holy Eucharist             8.00 am 

Family Service             9.15 am 

 Jubilate  Eucharist & Procession                10.30 am 
 
WEEKDAY SERVICES 
Tuesday    Holy Eucharist  9.00 am 

 Wednesday  Holy Eucharist  9.00 am 

 Thursday   Holy Eucharist  9.00 am 

 Friday   Holy Eucharist   9.00 am 



 

 

St Bartholomew's Church, Egdean   
Sort Code: 40-52-40  Account No: 00010862 

Scan the QR Code to give online 
 

 http://www.stmaryspetworth.org.uk/ 
 

https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/13705#!/DonationDetails 

FOLLLOW THE SERVICES 
 

https://www.facebook.com/stmaryspetworth/live/ 

Or YouTube search for St Maryôs Petworth 

 
   

 

Contact 
Canon Mark Gilbert SSC 

The Rectory 

Petworth 

West Sussex GU28 0DB 

 

E-mail: frmarkssc@msn.com 
 

Fr Markôs Telephone numbers 

are: 

01798 345278 or 07810 004062  

http://www.stmaryspetworth.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/stmaryspetworth/live/


 

 


